KEY POINTS
 For young people living on the streets, building assets is particularly challenging as earnings are easily exhausted meeting the costs of basic daily needs.
 Assets are forms of financial, material and social 'capital' that street children and youth generate through employment and their social networks.
 Lacking shelter, street children and youth have limited ability to store possessions or protect them from theft, destruction by the authorities or the elements.
 Accumulating assets over time is a way for young people to achieve some stability and build their adult lives.
Identity cards are valuable assets to street youth in Harare.
reference to sex work), thoughts and intelligence, health, talents and creativity, self-respect, and "the energy which enables me to work" (Accra group 2). Success may depend upon "being cunning and courageous. If you are shy and fearful, you cannot get anything in life" (Bukavu group 4).
In all three cities, formal education was seen as an "important" form of human capital, because "if you have your educational qualification documents, you have more chances of getting the job" (Harare group 2). "Going to school" was "an asset," because "if you are educated and dedicated to your trade that is your key to success" (Harare group 1). While lack of formal education and training (or having evidence of it) was seen as limiting earning options, participants were able to list a variety of manual skills they had accumulated, including driving, working with poultry, making candles, weaving baskets, making pots and pans, art, painting, selling second hand clothes and "skilfully running away from the police" (Harare group 2).
In Accra, driving and learning "how to plait hair" are skills for boys and girls respectively. Education and skills were seen as long-term asset investments which, unlike physical and financial assets, could not be lost or stolen and could be called upon in future: "I went to learn batik tie-and-dye… when I am in need I can use it to work and get money; because I have learnt it" (group 8).
BUILDING SOCIAL CAPITAL
Appearance, demeanour and behaviour were important for social capital, including being "smartly dressed" and "able to talk to a person well" (Harare group 2). These personal qualities contributed to being "able to socialise and have good relations with people" (Harare group 4) and can be helpful in finding work as, "having good habits and manners" is "an asset" as "you are likely to get a job through them" (Harare group 6). Possessions such as work tools (in Accra including a "cobbler box" used for shoe repairs, chairs hired out to market traders for a fee) and identity cards (essential for formal work in Harare) can be easily stolen or lost.
Mobile phones have a functional value as assets in that they enable social relationships with family and friends, are used to listen to music, but are also forms of physical capital which are "easy to sell" if cash is needed urgently (Harare group 4).
In Bukavu it is primarily the police who steal street children and youth's possessions: "when the police see a good thing, they must take it and that will hurt my heart.
That is why we do not want to buy valuable things" (Bukavu group 2). This is an experience shared in Harare: "police hinder us from getting assets as they can raid us and take all the assets we have in possession.
They accuse us of stealing and hence they confiscate all our assets" (group 4). opportunities to accumulate physical assets, but children themselves were also seen as "assets" who will "take care of me in the future" (Accra group 2). A female participant in Bukavu explained that "low income may stop me from saving… If I pay the rent, I look after my children by myself and everything is under my responsibility, it is really difficult to save" (group 6). Sex work is the chief source of income for street girls in Bukavu, for which they earn "small amounts of money" leaving a stark choice, "'should I save or eat?' It is obvious that you will eat" (group 6). Girls in Harare find similarly limited choices, and according to a male participant, "the jobs that we do as boys are different to those done by the girls. We sell market produce, and the girls sell their bodies" (group 6). If they do accumulate money, some female participants felt that they spend it more meaningfully: "We the girls…will use our money to buy bowls, plastic plates and buckets, but the boy will not buy it.
[…] Some of the men use their monies profitably to take care of their family, but other boys […] think of going to smoke marijuana or going to play gambling" (Accra group 7).
For male participants in all three cities, savings were important as means of preventing arrest, engaging the police's cooperation in ignoring activities, or securing release from detention. "When the police comes I know he needs a bribe, so I give him and I am free" (Accra group 4). In Bukavu, "I save money because if the devil is near me and I am arrested, that money will absolutely help me being released" (group 5). In Harare, occasional payments to police can secure help when needed: "I am friends with four police officers and they help me when I am arrested… I sometimes pay them some money when they are broke" (group 6).
Savings put aside for "the future" tend to be small amounts accumulated and spent in a short space of 
ASSETS AS INDICATORS OF SUCCESS
The ability to accumulate assets was closely linked to a sense of self-respect and to respect from family members and peers. One male participant recounted an improved relationship with his family: "since everything started to move on well for me; the complaints have stopped. By the grace of God; I get something small and send to them every month… I have won respect from them" (Accra group 5). But, as a female participant explained, others who have not been able to accumulate assets "feel embarrassed" to return home, and that "no one will respect you," because they think tha0t "when you come to Accra everything is smooth you don't struggle; they don't know the situation at the village is the same as it is here in Accra" (group 5).
Participants looked to the future with both hope and trepidation. For some, maturity is expected to come when they reached the age of 18. "A person must change as they grow up. If I am a thief at my 14 years' old, I have to decide to stop and think of living and earning money honestly when I am 18 years old" (Bukavu group 4). For others, it would be "by 25 to 27"or "35 to 40" (Accra group 3) when they would "become responsible" (Bukavu group 5) and "work for money so that you can depend on that in the future" (Accra group 7). Some anticipated marriage and raising a family, off the street: "I have to change and build or make my family and live in peace." (Bukavu group 4) ; "I will have a boy who will marry me and take me to his house. I will live with him and we will give birth and raise our family" (Accra group 3). For many, such hopes began, "if only…"; "if only I get a good job, I can leave the street even today and go to build my own house and live with my family" (Bukavu group 4).
CONCLUSION
The precarious nature of life on the streets hampers young people's ability to build tangible and intangible assets through their work, savings, social networks, and training. Lack of shelter is the greatest inhibitor to asset accumulation, as it impacts on all forms of capital.
Young people adjust their saving strategies according to what is realistically available given their age, lack of social status and formal documentation, making personal connections among their community to save and invest in their future, even when that may be considered short-term.
